
Kiss Winter Goodbye and say hello to Spring...it's time to get out the camping gear! 

Campers Kiss Winter Goodbye

As campers and outdoor enthusiasts welcome spring with an open embrace and kiss winter goodbye, a surge of happiness fills the air.

 British Columbians welcome spring weather, whether it means a recommencement of outdoor adventures or activities, or simply a relief

 from rainy/snowy/overcast days... depending on where you live! This issue offers advice on how to de-winterize your RV, tips for buying

 an RV or towable, good locations for spring fishing and trail bike riding. Plus, BC Parks and Parks Canada now offer cabin, stationary

 RV or oTENTik rentals.

 Happy reading from your friends at the Camping and RVing BC Coalition! 

How To De-Winterize Your Unit

Tips When Buying an RV or Towable

Spring Fishing Spots

Spring Bike Rides 

Parks That Offer Cabins, Stationary RV's or oTENTiks

  
De-winterize Your Unit
If your unit was winterized you need to get it ready for use by de-winterizing it.

 With the bypass for the water heater still in the bypass mode, connect up a hose

 to your city water connection.

 1. Turn the water on and run the taps in the coach until you have no more

 colouring of the antifreeze.

 2. Run all the taps, both hot and cold, flush the toilet, and if you have an exterior

 shower, run water through both hot and cold.

 3. Once the water runs clear for all taps then turn the bypass into the normal

 mode. This will allow you to fill the hot water tank.

Read More

25 Years of Assisting
 Campers
Have you ever seen the Super Camping
 Guide? You may recognize it by the distinct
 bright yellow title.  This directory lists over
 250 places to stay in British Columbia
 including: private campgrounds, national
 parks, cabins, yurts, tipis, motels and hotels.
 This year when you check out the guide you
 may notice a special 25th Anniversary Logo
 beside some of the listed RV
 parks/campgrounds. The special recognition
 is to thank those campgrounds that were in
 the first edition and still proudly operate
 today. 

More…
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Tips On Buying New 

Thinking of buying a new unit? There are a lot of factors to consider when

 choosing the recreational vehicle that best suits you and your family. To help you

 along with your purchasing decision, Camping RV BC teamed up with Go-Rving

 and developed a 2 minute video with tips for buying a motorized or non-motorized

 recreational vehicle.

 Ready to buy a unit? Maximize your time by going to an RV show where you will

 see a wide variety of models. The next upcoming RV show is the 2nd Annual

 Vancouver Island RV Show & Sale, April 11 -13, 2014 at the Arbutus Meadows

 Equestrian Centre, Nanoose Bay, (Parksville). Click here for other upcoming

 shows.

 Another great resource when buying a motorhome is to look online. Check out

 nearby dealers by visiting: Recreation Dealer of BC and Recreation Vehicle

 Rental Association of Canada.www.rvda.bc.ca or www.rvrac.com

Spring Fishing Spots

Did you know?
Discover Camping is now open! BC Parks’
 frontcountry reservations open, for up to 3
 months in advance of the arrival date, on
 March 15th annually. To ensure that new
 inventory is available at the same time
 online and through the call centre, inventory
 is always released when the call centre
 opens.
  
New for 2014:
BC Parks added three new frontcountry
 campgrounds to the reservation service for
 2014:
  
1.   Prudhomme Lake 
 2.   Meziadin Lake 
 3.   Paul Lake Provincial 
  
For more information:
Discover Camping Reservation
Mobile interface
Reservation Policies

  

Booking Got Easier With
 Booking.com
Visitors are able to book their favourite

http://www.campingrvbc.com/videos/choosing-the-right-rv/
http://www.campingrvbc.com/videos/choosing-the-right-rv/
http://www.campingrvbc.com/events/
http://www.campingrvbc.com/events/
http://www.rvda.bc.ca/
http://www.rvrac.com/
https://secure.camis.com/Discovercamping/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/prudhomme/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/prudhomme/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/meziadin_lk/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/paul_lk/
http://www.discovercamping.ca/
https://secure.camis.com/BCMobile/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/reserve/
http://www.travel-british-columbia.com/articles/view/Announcing-Booking-com-Partnership/2932/446/


Hope – Kawkawa Lake

Open for fishing from March 1 to November 30 each year. Kokanee are the most

 sought after species, but you can also catch wild cutthroat trout and land locked

 coho salmon. The lake fishes well right from opening day and into the summer

 months. Kokanee are schooling fish, so you will want a fish finder on your boat to

 maximize your success.

Nearby Campgrounds:

Coquihalla Campground

 Located along the Coquihalla River. The campground hosts 117 sites, 32 of

 which are full service hook-ups with cable.

Harrison Mills

 Harrison River cutthroat and Chehalis River winter steelhead; In March and April

 coastal cutthroat begin actively feeding upon emerging salmon fry in the Harrison

 River and surrounding backwaters. Fly fishing with fry patterns or spin casting

 with small spinners or spoons is the most productive method. Look for signs of

 rising fish as the cutthroat chase down fry. Anglers can either fish from a boat or

 walk and wade one of the many accessible beaches. Drift fishing for winter

 steelhead on the Chehalis River (a major tributary of the Harrison River) remains

 good in March right through April. The Chehalis is closed to fishing May 1 -31,

 2014.

Nearby Campgrounds:

Chehalis River, (West Harrison)

 Offers year-round camping in a Recreation and Trails campground with no hook-

ups and services. We welcome first come first serve but also take reservations

 that can be made a month in advance by calling (604)796-0102.

Camperland RV Resort

 A 5 star RV Resort with manicured sites providing full hook-ups, services and

 amenities.

Rainbow Ranch RV Resort

 An RV hook-up resort with full service sites including water, electricity and sewer.

All anglers should check the fresh fishing regulations for specific regulations that

 may apply to any of these BC waters. To find more camping and fishing spots

 visit Camping and RV BC’s.

Spring Bike Rides

Sea to Sky Trail- Whistler Village to Brandy Wine Falls.

Location: Whistler, Sea to Sky Corridor

 The trail can be accessed from the south end of the Whistler Valley trail system

 cabin, motel or hotel using British Columbia
 Lodging and Campgrounds new booking
 system. The booking feature allows you to
 find availability and location easily. 
More...

 

Parks That Offer
 Cabins,Stationary RV's or
 oTENTiks
Looking for a relaxing camping experience
 with all the comforts of home? BC Parks
 and Parks Canada now offer campers
 alternative accommodation choices: cabins,
 stationary RV's and oTENTiks.

BC Parks-  
The Olympic Legacy Cabins at Porteau
 Cove Provincial Park

The cabins come with everything you need
 for a night out of the city. Each one bedroom
 loft cabin has a fully equipped kitchenette, a
 three-piece bathroom, outdoor, BBQ, cozy
 common area and satellite TV. Each cabin
 sleeps up to four people (queen bed and
 double/single bunk bed). You will of course
 also experience breathtaking views of Howe
 Sound from your private oceanfront deck. 

Stationary RV at Chilliwack Lake or
 Cultus Lake Provincial Park

Stationary RV rentals allow you to enjoy the
 best of the RV lifestyle while avoiding
 towing, parking, levelling and hooking up to
 service. The fully equipped unit is supplied
 with power, water, kitchenette and picnic
 area.
For rental rates and information
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 near Cheakamus Lake Road (aka Function Junction) or from the south at Brandy

 Wine Falls Provincial Park.

Level of Rider: Beginner to intermediate. Undulating terrain though north to south

 is predominantly downhill.

Length: 22 kms one way, 1.5-3 hours

Interesting facts: The Sea to Sky Trail represents a vision to connect the

 communities of the Sea to Sky Corridor from Squamish to D’Arcy with a multi-use

 trail. When complete it will be approximately 180 kms in length.

For more bike trails, visit Mountain Biking BC

Nearby Campgrounds:

Riverside Resort

 Close to Whistler Village. With over 40 acres the campground offers full serviced

 and unserviced sites, yurts and log cabins.

Cal-Cheak

 This forest recreation campground has three campgrounds located along the

 Cheakamus and Callaghan rivers. It opens Easter 2014.

Whistler RV Park and Campground

 A private campground located 7 kms south of Creekside Village. It has 102 RV

 sites and 36 camping

Old Coach Trail – Radium Hot Springs to Dry Gulch.

Location: Columbia Valley, Kootenay Rockies – From the north end the trail can

 be accessed from the Radium Hot Springs Visitor Info Centre or from the south, a

 trail kiosk can be found west of Highway 93/95 opposite Eacrett Road just south

 of Dry Gulch.

Level of Rider: Beginner to intermediate.

Length: 9 kms one way, 1-2 hours

Interesting facts: Very scenic route with views over the Columbia River wetlands.

 The route was originally used by stage coaches and later by Model T’s in the

 1920’s.

For more bike trails, visit Mountain Biking BC

Nearby Campgrounds:

Canyon RV Resort

 A privately operated campground that offers full serviced and unserviced

 campsites from April 15-October 31, 2014. Reserve now as most of the long

 weekends are already booked.

Kootenay National Park- Redstreak Campground

 Located 2.5 km above Radium Hot Springs on a plateau. This campground has

 50 fully serviced sites, 38 sites with power only, and 154 unserviced sites, some

 of which are walk-in.

 Parks Canada-
oTENTiks

Now sleep in roofed accommodation in
 Parks Canada's oTENTiks. A cross between
 a tent and a rustic cabin offering a blend of
 homey comfort and a taste of outdoor
 adventure. It’s the perfect way for families,
 couples and friends of all ages to discover
 the joys of camping with the comfort of a
 bed and a campsite already set up and
 ready to go. Each unit includes three beds
 and can accommodate up to six people.

In British Columbia, Parks Canada provides
 three opportunities for visitors to enjoy the
 oTENTik experience.

Kootenay National Park’s, Redstreak
 Campground, which is located within
 walking distance of Radium Hot Springs.

Fort Langley National Historic Site, less than
 an hour’s drive east of Vancouver.

Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Site, only a
 twenty minute drive west of Victoria.
For more information or to make
 a reservation

To see more cabins or yurt tent tipis
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Dry Gulch Provincial Park

 Located 4.5 from Radium Hot Springs. This beautiful campground has 26 vehicle

 accessible sites. It opens May 1st although some services, such as water may

 not be available until May 12.

Puntledge River Trails – Nymph Falls, Bear Bait, and Bevan.

Location: Comox Valley, Vancouver

 Island – trail access and parking are

 available at Nymph Falls Park and at the

 north end of the Comox Lake Dam. (Note

 Riverside trails are for hiking only)

Level of Riding: Family friendly trails

 suited for beginner to intermediate riders

Length: Over 10 kms of connecting biking trails, 40 minutes – 1.5 hours

Interesting facts:  Hydro electricity from the Puntledge River was used to operate

 the coal mines in the Cumberland area in the early 1900’s.  The river is now

 home to a salmon hatchery.  Nymph Falls offers a great space for a cool dip after

 a ride.

For more bike trails, visit Mountain Biking BC

Nearby Campgrounds:

Cumberland Lake Park

 Located on Comox Lake. It is open from May 1- September 30. Altogether there

 are 62 unserviced and serviced campsites.

About the Camping and RVing British Columbia
 Coalition
 The Camping and RVing British Columbia Coalition was formed as a product

 sector group in 2008, with the support of Tourism British Columbia, to better

 position the provincial camping and RVing experience and to capitalize on the

 growth of nature-based tourism.

Coalition members currently include:

BC Parks,

BC Lodging & Campgrounds Association,

Recreation Sites and Trails BC,

Parks Canada,

RV Rental Association of Canada,

Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association,

Northern BC Tourism Association,

The BC Society of Parks Facility Operators,

Recreation Vehicle Dealers Association of British Columbia,

Go RVing Canada

Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC.
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